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In a May 20 interview with the New York Times (05/22/88), Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega
stated that his government's decision to reject demands by Brooklyn Rivera, a leader of Yatama
(Miskito Indian organization), was justified. Ortega said, "Rivera doesn't represent anyone...He
came to ask the government to recognize and legalize the independence of the Atlantic coast. This
is totally absurd. We are not going to break up our united country just because this man thinks we
should do so." (See CAU 05/13/88, 05/18/88, for accounts of negotiations with Rivera, ceasefires with
Yatama commanders, repatriation of Miskitos from Honduras, and related matters.)
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